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. Mr Robertson meved-that Mr. Rayner e added i the' se-

lect committee appointed to asceriain the amount of the cits
standing liabilities of the late Republic of Texas. o

His Excellency, the Lieut. Governor, and - the members of
the Senate, were announced at the bar of the Heause.

His Excelieney, the Lient. Governor, wasinvited to & seat
on the right of the Chair; and the Senatorsto seats prepared for
them. ' : ’ ST

~The following message of His"Exceliency, the Governor;
was taen read by the Chief Glerk of the House of Représenta”
tives, to the (wo Housesof the Legislature. o
N . Hxcentive Office, |
P Austin; Decembe} 29; 1847, -

Gentlemen of the Senate, ST
@wd of the House of Represeniatives: . .-

" The message of my predecessor, comimuricated 1o the Legis-,
letpre at the commencement of the sessien, gave youallthe ne-
cessasy Information in relation to the presect conditien of the .
Governmeni, and of its edministration since your l2st conven-
ticz. It only remeains for me to recommend .to your couside-
rationl suck measures, and the adoption of sucha course of
policy as may seem expedient for our future goverzante ard
prosperity. : ' .
The present position of cur affairs effords ample room for
congratulation. At no perind ia the history of our country
have we had more cause to rejoice on account of ber prosper-
ous condition. Ciwr State Government, founcded on the will
and affectidns of the people is daily growing in strength. Lo-
cal jezlousies and sectional prejudices, if they ever exisied, have
given. place to - the. beiter feciings, of pairictism and habits of
indusiry, and sabordination to the laws, prevail throughout
the length and breadih of (ke State.” Security at home; and the
peacefuiy enjoyment of the “blessings of liberal institutions;
have given a new impulse to our advancerment in prosperily,
happiness, and the. science of government, - The past segs
son has been one of general good health, and Providence has
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bléésed the. .cc_mniiry'— with ap abundant . harvest. For all of"

which, we_owe to thie Supreme Being our sincere gratitude.
Meeting together upder circumstances S0 auspicious, it'be-’

comes our duty to unite in harmonious action, for the continue-

asicé and promotionof the prosperity and happiness of our com- -

mon constituents. .- )
“ Among the many important matters which ‘will come up for

oug consideration, there is none more urgent and difficult of

adjustment than that of the paymeént of our public debt. "The.

frst. point in relation theveto is the determination of its amnount:
the pext is ihe means of its payment. The subject is intricate-
and perplexing, and will require close investigation, Should

adjustment, | would respectfully suggest the propriety of ap-

‘the Jwegislature think proper to act upon it, with‘a view to i’

pointing a commmission of two or three gentlemen of infegrity™
and ability. to examine, audit and ascertain our true indebted: -

ness, including of course, our foreigh and domestic debt, fund-

ed.and unfunded, audited and unaudited, allowing such as they

may, find to be just and legal. subject however to the ratifica-

. tion. or rejection of'.the Legislature. -~ As {6 the.amount - we

ought justly to pay, upon each nominal species of debi, it will
be-for your collective wisdom to determine. . After. much Te-
flection upon the subject, I bave thought’ that the true measure:
of payment would be the market value of the several evidences’
of indebtednessat the time they were disposed of by our- Trea-
sury or the agent thereof, with interest thereon from that time,
at the rate named on the face of such evidences. Tt is believed
that the amount of our entire indebtedness, determined by ihis
scale, will not perhaps exceeed five millions of dollars. 8

._As 1o oar means of payment—our large and valuable publie
domain is the only ready resource we have. This too, pre-
sents a still more 1mportant subject for your deliberations, as
you will have to determine upon some course of policy to be

owr

pursued in bringing this immense tract of country. into mag- -

ket. ‘At a fiir.price. it is not ouly sufficient to’ liquidate our
debt, but will give us a surplus after its payment, of inestimable
value when applied, as it should be the education of the youth
@if our country, and the development of our resources, by inter-
nal inprovements. o .o

.- The.most suitable and proper purdhaser ot our public lands -
is the: United States. If a sale can be effected on advantageoas: -

terms, it will, under the present circumstances, be desirable,
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inasmuch as the Federal Constitution gives her alone the ex.
clusive right of regulating our imtercourse with the.Indian
tribes. Ske would ther be the owner of e soil occupied by
the verious trivesupon cur lborders, and could the more ef-
fectually conirol them. In addition to this, her uniforn manner
of surveying and selling her public lands would greatiy facili-
tate settlements within our Siate. ‘

If ia your wisdom you determine to propese a sale of our
public domeir to the Gereral Government, L would respectful-
ly suggest thet you appcint our delegation in Congress; or
some other suitable persons s Commissioners, o enter into
negotiations with the proper authorities, upon this importans
subject. If however, you determine vpen znoiker .course of
policy as being betier calculated to promote the interest of the
State, you have the assurances of the hearty sanctior: and ce-
operaiion of iz Ezecutive in whaiever you maylegally and
constitutionally do. . o ST

Our debg must be paid. The honer of the Siate .must staud
without blemish. We nevet can expest to atiain = high and
permanent prosperity untili it is done, and tke consummation
of 2 purpese 50 noble, calls for Gnited and evergetic action.
I would here take occasion to call theattention of your honorable
bedy o a subject which bas ofizte ccoupied muck of the public
mind —a subject involving i its issue interests of the greatest
maoment to tee people of Texas, I 2ilude to the efforts that have
been made, and are now making to sustain certain lacd claims,
supposed to be fraudulent.  [iisa notorigus fact, that the coun-
try is fAcoded with these claims, and if they should hold zoad,
and the perpeirators of such frands sueeeed in their designs, it
were useless longer to consider as to the disposition of our
public domain,as in that event ¢-e whole will be appropriated.
and absorbed by them. The evil will mot atop here. The Sizie
will not'be the only sufferer.. The vested rights of our oldest
and best citizens will be disturbed 2nd endangered. Qur land
titles will be clonded, emigrants will be prevented from pur- .
chasing, the seitlement and mprovement of our ecuntry will |
be'retarded. ard an amount of confusion and iitigation unparal
leled in the history of cur sister States will necessarily ensue.
The question zrises—is there no remedy by -whick these evils
can be arrested ? Wil the State submit to the imposition of 2
fraud so_general in its character, 2nd so pernicious in its con-
sequences? Itseems to me that some further legisiative pro-
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visions are indispensable to the secarily of the public interest.
I would therefore recommend that your honorable bady adept
sitch measures as will effectuaily enable the judicial tribanals of
the State to prevent the consummation of tities to land acquired
by virtue of fraudulent certificates, and ihat precautionary
means be taken to prevent the survey of the public lands on spu-
rious and fictitiowsclaims, -~ . ‘
. It will become your duty. under the 23tk and 31st sectiods of
the third article of the Constitution, to fx the number of Sena-
‘tors and Representatives to the Legislature; and to apportion
them -among the several connties and disiricts of the State] 24-
cording to the number of our free population, as ascertained
and reported by the county. assessors, in pursuance of the law
by the last session of the Legislature. - o S
It will also be necessary for you, under the same sections of
. the Constitation, to enact a law for a2 similar enumeration in the

year eighteen hnndred and forty-eight. S

Oar last Legisiature passed an act 10 establish 2 State Peni-
tentiary. This law provides for the erection of the buildings
by the conviets, and 13 of course ineperative for’ want of & penal
code applicable to such mode of punishment. It wilf, thers.
fore, becomie your duty to adopt u code for'the punishment of
ail offences not capital, and above the grade of misdemeanor,
by confinement to labor in the Penitentiary of the State. | With
the lights-before us, and the expericnce of other States in regard
to the mode of punishment, you cannot fail to digest a code of
criminal laws which will not only supersede the savage prac-
tice of the whipping post, bui will deter the wicked among us
from violating the rights of others.” So soon as this necessary
code is adopted, the Executive will cheerfuily proceed io exe-
cute the provisions of the act of 1846. °

The 15th section of the fousth article of our Constitution hav-
ing given to the District Courts “Original jurisdiction and con-
trol over executors, administrators, guardians and minors, un-
der such regulations as may be prescribed by law,” the last Le-
gislature. without prescribing these regulations, proceeded to
give to the Probate Courts ample powers over the same sub-
jects. By this means some confusion has arisen in the inter-
pretation of our successive laws. Some legisiative provisions
will, therefore, be mecessary to regulate this jurisdiction. . I
bring this matter more readily before you because it will bead-
mitted by ail, that no branch of our civil jurispsudence is of |,
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sigre practical impotiavce -tham, the Jaws regulating the safe

Kegping of the estates of minors and deceased persoms. And

perceps it may be said with equal truth,” that no part of our

laws are more imperfest, - T
.The’ 36th section of the seventh evticle of the Constituiicn,

provides that, within five years after its adoptior, the laws,.

civiland criminal, shall be revised, digested, arzanged ang pub-
lished in such manner as the Legis'alure shall direct. . To cax-
5y out this excellent provisivn of ke fundaments! law, I would

recommend the apoointment-of [egal gentlemen. to sevise, di-

gest and arrange our entire code of laws. . The worl is greatly-

needed by our county officers throughout the Stete. Many of
them are without the statutes: and those who have them, fnd
in them such entive-absence of arrangemént, that they are to

them a sealed book. To engage.the services of men learned im-

thelaw, and 1o have the work well done, 2 snitable compensa-

tion should be allowed them by law, and provision shou!d be”

made for publishing the code so soon as it is revised. . .. - ..
T'would turther recommend to the Legislatpre the propriety .

of having published the decisions of the Supreme Court of the-

State. During the last two years, important principles have

been adjudicated by that tribunal, involving interest of great

magueitude, and explagatory oi cur statues -and, defining our -
legal'and secial rights. . These decisions bave rot as yet been-
published in any authentic form, and as it is important and de--
sirable that they should. be corrdetly printed wed generally.

dessiminated. the necssary appropriation sheuld be made. . ,

By the 10th article of the Constitution, it is made the duty "
of the Legislature to make suvitable provision for the supposs -
and maintainance of public schools. . Your. bedy is further re--
quired, as early "as practicable: to.establish free schools
throughout the State. One temb of the annual revenue. de-
rived from taxation is"set apart.-as a perpetval public fres-
scheol fund. In addition tothis general fund, the land grant:-

ed o the variéus counties for school pPuFpcses are made & per- .

petual fund; and those counties, which have mot as yet re-

ceived their quantum ofscheul lands, shall be entitied there-.

to. ¢ . < - .

. Tae Congress of the late' Republic of Texas by ar act ap-
proved 26th January, 1639, direcied to be sirveyed and set :
apari for each couily, for the purpose of establishing 2 prima-

" ry 'school or ‘académy in cach county, three leagues of land.
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By the same act ﬁﬁ‘ty leagues of land were divected” to’ be’
surveyed and set apan‘t “for the eudowmem oﬁ' &Wo coHeges 0%’
universities.

By another act appmvem 5th February, 1184@ the Ckne’ﬁt" ﬂus-
tice and two associate Justices of cach county wers. &ppomt-
¢ & board of Schoo! Gﬁnvmmlselomayz-sy itk power fo ha‘ve loca-
ted and surveyed the three leagues above referred to,'2nd the
additional power of surveying and selling an additional league
- of land;the one-half of the p“oceed's of suck sale to be a}ppihedk
to-the endowment of the county &cademy, and the'. Eemamder
16 be distributed to the county scheol districts. Tty

This is the whole of our iperfect i?mslah@m on the greaﬁ
end vital subject of Edacation. - o
It is almest impossible | to tell what the old counties bavedone

upon the subject of surveying and selling school lands. To ob-
tain the necessa.rv information in relation to the matier; we

‘neéd somie legal provision requiring the ‘county clerks, - asses-

$07S or chief Jﬂstlces to report what has been done in theirre-

spective counties. It is believed xm% ever, ahaw, ﬂ'ew @f ihe'
* comntiés have bad theland suweyem :

The system of ieasnmg‘ oF L?e%mg se‘bom lands has YL@VGE"
worked well in any of the states. uxpamema has universaily
pmvecﬁ the expediency of selling such ﬁanus and Rmngmg &he
moties into a 'general'school fand.’

To begin however, in this great” work, it will be nececsary'
that we skould know, what lands bave been set apart by the
counties where they are situated; and that we proceed vnder
constitutional requirements (o have: set apart the deficient
lands. Itherefore recommenrd that you make prov lsxon on thxs
smbgecii at as early & day as pmcncable-

It will also be for yonr bedy tosay what dlsposmon shall be
made of the tenth ofthe revente now in ihe Treasury, and an-'
nually coming in as a permanent schoo! fund. . )

The license and revenue laws passed bythe hstlLomsia.urev
bave ingtheir practical @pe?atlom nroduced some confusion and
dissatisfaction among our-citizens. It wili be for vow te con-
sider wheiher they cannot be revised and modified in such. 2
manner as to be more uniform and less obJectlouable to the
u&ﬂ -paying commaunity.

~In conveetion with this subject | would suggesi the proprie-
ty of having the assessment roll of non-resident tax puyers
published at a point, as near as possible ts the location of the
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property assessed. This weuld certainly present the readiest
means of giving informationto the owners.

For the more speedy and certain collection of Sta&e and
county revenwe, | would recommend that o law Depassed ag-
thorizing & ju :Egrzmm to be taken by motion ggainst any off-
cer and his securities on their bend, for.a faw”‘e to pay over
the public meaies by him collected. )

The last Congress made an appropriation for tie erection of

two light bouses upon cur coast. Oue (o stund upon Galves-

ten 2nd the other apon E;a&agmda Isiand. Before the works
cap progress it witl be necessery that the Legislature . passa
law, ceding to the Generdl Govérament the right of jurisdie.
tion over the grounds appropriated™o such purposes. I bere-
with transmit to you & commaunication {rom tke collector of
the post of Calveston, apen this subject. The commuaication
eontains soms other sugges?mns in exa&zm to the transfer @é’
our “Castom Houses and other places for the cellection of im-"
port duties.” It s n’eﬁ@ewhuly mﬁbmme w )' our ecusidera-
Hom. o
Tn pddition to @M’ spulatien speaking “Pzze English lan-
goage, wehave a las zxe,, industrions and, growing German pop-
wiatidn. ¢ «ill be necessary in order thut they may partick
pate folly in tee bl lessings of our m»-e Government that & cér-
tain numb.r of copies of cur statates of @ geperal natupe;
should b8 orinted in their | .anguabe. Asthey must abide by
our laws, let them know what ey are. Suck bas been cur
custom {n fegard to cur -citizens speaking the Snamsm len-
guage. I The reasons are still more potem in regard to the er-
terprising aod pa. riotic German who bas come to make his
heme in our country, and who has already giver us'a pledge
of &is worth in the spirit of improvement which ke k kbas kindled
in.the western portien of our State.

I cannot close this commurication . witkou? cwg“amhmmg :
yeu ugon the sucesss of our arms in Mexw@v and also express-
{ng @ sincere desiré thatthe infatusied people of that unhap-

py country will see the necessity ofaccepting tke nommh!e

aad [iberal terms of concxlxahom offered them by the United’
States. :

But while the administration of the F Federal Government 2és
covered.itself with glory in the conduct of the war every pa-.
triotic Spirit is made to ‘tremble with ansiety for the peace of-
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‘the Union, because of the late and fearful combination in the
North against the insiitutions of the Southern States. © - -
The object is to rally in the National Congress, a méjority
favorable to the destruction of the compromises of 1819, and
.of ihe Federal Constitution.r +* : o
- [ sincerely hope that you will net adjourn without publicly
expressing a streng and pointed condemnation of, these stari-
ling doctrines. . ‘ :

- In conclusion, gentlemen, I recommend to you s just econc-
my in the public expenditures, and a mutwal eoncession of
opinions for the purposes of harmeny and the despatel of puby

* lic business. And [ promise you thé use of my siacerg; and
:best endeavers to co-opefale with you in cerrying oul’ every
legal and constitutional measure that will advance the inter
est of our beloved coumtry. : . : o

- . ) _ GEO. T. WCOD.

>

’

The message having been read, the Senate returned to their
Chamber. . 4 o . o

- Mr. Willie introduced the following resslution.

" Resolved, That the committee on Printing be instracted to
contract forthé printing of one thousand copies of the message.
ofhis Excellency the Gevernor, in pamphlet {orm. for the use
-of this House.” e B T
. Mr, Lott moved to amend the Resolutiou by striking out
“one” - before<‘thousaad” and inserting “two.”
 Mzr. Allen'meved to lay the resolution upon the table.

‘Motion lost. '
" Question—Shall the amendment proposed by IMr. Lott, to
Mr. Wiilie’s resolution be adopted. .
.. The yeas and nays werecalled on the adopticn of the amend-
- mentgad steod as follows.

Veas—Messrs. ‘Speaker, Armstrong, Bogar: Bourland, Dc-
vis of R., Dooley, Hddy, Fields, Goode, Hardiman, Hayuie,
Irion, Lamar, Lewis, Lott, Liyons, Miller of C., Milican, Mec-

-Cowa, McNeili, Rzins, Reagan, Roberison, Rodgers, Shan-





